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INTRODUCTION. 


Moch difference of opinion, it is well 

known, has ariſen both in parliament and 
out of doors, reſpecting the ſentiments of 
the French government and the French na- 
tion in matters of religion. Some think 
that they are atheiſts; ſome that they are 
only deiſts; and others again contend that 
they have merely caſt off the groſs ſuper- 
ſtitions of their former religion; that all the 
impieties and blaſphemies we hear of are 
nothing more than the extravagancies of a 
few wild hot-headed individuals (ſuch as 
are to be met with in all large bodies of 
men) and that they are entirely diſapproved 
and reprobated by the greater and better 
part of all ranks of men among them. In 
order to clear up theſe doubts, and. decide, 
if poſſible, this very intereſting queſtion, it 
was thought that the beſt and faireſt way 
would be to collect together in a ſhort com- 
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als the moſt material decrees, ſpeeches, 
— ay &c. produced in the National Con- 
vention, the municipalities and other public 
meetings; and recorded in the moſt authen- 
tic publications of the day. This has been 
done with as much impartiality as poſſible, 
and the reſult is here ſubmitted without any 
comment or obſervation to the judgment 
of the public. 


Tas following is a ſpeech made in the 
National Convention at Paris, on Friday, 
the 14th of December, 1792, in a debate 
on the ſubject of eſtabliſhing public ſchools 
for the education of youth, by Citizen Du- 
pont, a member of c e weight. 
Tranſlated from Le Moniteur of Sunday, 


the 16th of December, 1792. 


„What! thrones. are overturned! ſceptres 
broken! kings expire, and yet the altars of God 
remain! ¶ Here is @ murmur from ſome members; 
and the Abbe Ichon demands, that the perſon ſpeak- 
ing may be braught to order.] Tyrants, in out- 
rage to nature, continue to burn an impious 
incenſe on thaſe altars! {Some murmurs ariſe, but 

they are loft in the epplauſes from the afſembly,] 
The thrones, that have been reverſed, have left 


theſe altars naked, unſupported, and tottering. 
A 2 breath of * reaſon will now 


B 
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be ſufficient to make them diſappear. And if 
hu manity is under obligation to the French na- 
tion for the firſt of theſe benefits, the fall of 
kings; can it be doubted, but that the French 
people, now ſovereign, will be wiſe enough, in 
like manner, to overthrow thoſe altars, and thoſe 
idols, to which thoſe. kings have hitherto made 
them ſubjeQ?—Nature and Reaſon, theſe ought 
to be the gods of men! Theſe are my gods! 
[ Here the Abbz Audrien cried out, © there is no 
« bearing this; and ruſhed out of the aſſembly, 
A great laugh!) Admire nature, e reaſon. 
And you, legiſlators, if you Mt the French 
people ſhould be happy, make haſte to propagate 
theſe principles, and to teach them in your pri- 
mary ſchools, inſtead of thoſe fanatical prin- 
ciples which have hitherto been taught. The 
tyranny of kings was confined®to make their 
people miſerable in this life; but thoſe other 
tyrants, the prieſts, extend their dominion into 
another, of which they have no other idea than 
of eternal puniſhments; a doctrine which ſome 
men have hitherto had the good-nature to be- 
lieve. But the moment of the cataſtrophe is come, 
all theſe prejudices muſt fall at the ſame time. 
We muſt deſtroy them, or they will us. For 
- myſelf! I honeſtly avow to the Convention, 
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J am an Atheiſt ! | Here there is ſome noiſe and 
tumull—but a great number of members cry out ; 
« What is that to us? you are an honeſt man“. ] 
But I defy a ſingle individual, among the tweity- 
four millions of Frenchmen, to make againſt 
me any well-grounded reproach. I doubt whe- 
ther the Chriſtians, or the Catholics, of which the 
laſt ſpeaker, and thoſe of his opinion, have been 
talking to us, can make. the ſame challenge. 
[Great applauſes. There is another conſider. 

ation, Paris has had great loſſes. It has been 
deprived of the commerce of luxury; of that 
fatitious ſplendor which was found at courts, and 
invited ſtrangers hither. Well! We muſt repair 

thoſe loſſes. Let me then repreſent to you the 

times, that are faſt approaching, when our philo- 

ſophers, whoſe names are celebrated throughout 
Europe, Petion, Syeyes, Condorcet, and others, 
furrounded in our Pantheon, as the Greek philo- 
ſophers were at Athens, with a crowd of diſciples 
coming from all parts of Europe, walking like 
the Peripatetics, and teaching ; this man, the 
ſyſtem of the univerſe, and developing the pro- 
greſs of all human knowledge; that, perfectioning 
the ſocial ſyſtem, and ſhewing in our decree of 
the 17th of June, 1789, the ſeeds of the inſurrec- 
tions of the 14th of July, and the 10th of Au- 

guſt, and of all thoſe inſurrettions, which are 
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fpreading with ſuch rapidity throbgtione Europe; 
ſo that theſe young ſtrangers, on their return io 
their reſpeftive countries, may ſpread the ſame 
lights, and may operate, for the happineſs of man- 
| kind, ſimilar revolutions throughout the world. 

[ Numberleſs applauſes aroſe, almoſt er e 
the whole affembly ans 7 in the 3 3 


Paris, January 31, 1793- 
Citizen Manuel has adreſſed to the N ational Con- 


vention the following letter on public educa- 

tion. 

« The Laws of France,” he obſerves, te being 
entirely new, the manners of her inhabitants 
ſhould be new likewiſe. It is therefore neceſſary 
to change every thing, to aboliſh all ancient pre- 
judices. 

The prieſts of a Republic ſhould cobliſt in 
the magiſtrates; its Fvangeliſts, in the law. All 
religion, except that of the law, is to be ſcouted ; 
ſince, by eftabli iſhing befide the Sovereignty it hel, If a 
Celeſtial power, it oppoſes the repreſentatives of God 
to the repreſentatives of the people, and, being leſs. 
| traflable to your decrees than to the canons of 
the councils of Divines, gives to the church the 
irreſiſtible rights of a Convention. 

« It is time, Citizens, to renew the face of the 

earth; ; this is a ſecond creation, Every religion 
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whatever ought therefore to be driven from"the 
ſchools, into which our youth ſhould not be per- 
| mitted to enter until the age of ſixteen, to the 
end that their reaſon may not ſuffer a ſurpriſe, 

« Inſtead of the ſabbath, we ought to have 
| weekly a Civic Fete, a day of reſt and feſtivity in 
which commerce itſelf ſhall be at a ſtand,”* 


| Paris, February 11, 1793. 
The day before yeſterday the Section Butte des : 
. Moulins denounced to the municipal officers ter= _ 
tain aſſemblies which performed divine ſervice 
in the parochial church of St. Rock, An atten- 


tion to theſe religious funQions, the ſection ob- 


fer ved, might produce a fatal ſchiſm between 
thoſe who laboured for the public weal; and theſe 
zealous Catholics had beſides rendered them- 


ſelves highly culpable by raiſing voluntary ſub=. ** -* 


ſcriptions for the cultivation of divine worſhip. 


NATIONAL CONVENTION, Ap. 19; 79. 


The committee propoſed as an VIIIch ar- 
ticle, to declare every man free in the exerciſe of 
his religious worſhip. - | 
On this article Vergniaud called for the previ- 
' ous queſtion, as it ranked among the ſocial duties 
an object entirely foreign to them. | 

Danton ſupported this motion, and dad, lex us 


7 SLE.” 
2 Aeg prove to the world = we are cured of 
the mania of prieſts. 


TDi: ob ſervation was a. ond the article 
was * 0 


| 1 
Letter from Fouche to Chaumette, at by TM 
in the Municipality of Paris, O&ober x7, 1798- 
.* Tn the name of the French nation. The re- 
preſentative of the people with the department 
of the Centre and the Weſt, conſidering that the 
French can acknowledge no other privileged 
gm except the law, juſtice, and liberty; no 
ether worſhip except that of univerſal morality ; 
no other doftrine except that of national ſove- 
reignty and omnipotence; conſidering that, if at 
the moment when the Republic folemaly de- 


clared that ſhe allows an equal proteRtion to the Us 


_ _ exerciſe of the worſhips of every religion, it was 

 lawfal for every ſectary to eſtabliſh on the pub. 
lic fquares, on the roads, in the ſtreets, the tokens 
of their refpeRive ſefts, to celebrate there their 
religious ceremonies, confuſion and diſorders 
would enſue therefrom in ſociety, reſolves as 
follows: 

I. All the worfhips of the different 9 can- 
not be exerciſed but in their reſpective temples, 
II. The republic not acknowledging any genetal 
or privileged worſhip, all the religious tokens 


| (7 ] 'Y 
| you the roads, ſquares, and all public places 
in general, ſhall be deſtroyed. © bm 


TH. Ic is forbidden, under pain ofimpriſonment, 
to all miniſters and prieſts 0 appear clad in | 


their 1 . W any where but in ! a 


their temples. n 411d 116001 
IV. In every municipality, all the deceaſed ci * 
tizens, of what ſect ſoever, ſhall' be carried 
twenty ſour hours after their deceaſe, or forty - 
eight hours in caſe of ſudden death, to e 


place of common burial, covered with a pal 


on which ſhall be depifted Sleep; accompanied 
by a public officer, ſurrounded by their friends 


| _ chd in moutning, ens <A ng their ar 


brothers in arme! 


V. The common place 05 ab alhes 8 | 


poſe, ſhall be remote from every dwelling, 


ſtatue ſhall be raiſed, repreſenting Sleep. All 
other figns or tokens ſhall be deſtroyed. 
VI. On the gate of this field, conſecrated by a. | 


be read this inſcription; Death i af ever. 


laſting ſieep! · 
VII. All thoſe who, after delt "deat, mall be 


_ planted with trees, under the ſhade of which a 1 


religious refpe& to the manes of the dead, ſhall 


judged by the citizens of the commondlities to 


| have welh merited of their country, hall ave, 
on their tomb a „ 


| 
3p 
. 
| 
| 
| 


| Anas, Oftober 19. 
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VIII. The preſent reſolution ſhall be printed, | 
and ſtuck up in all the extent of the depart- 
ment, addreſſed to all the diſtricts, which ſhalt 
\. tranſmit it to all the councils-general of the 
commons, and to the reQors, who ſhall be re- 
n in caſe of non- execution. 
(Signed) „ rovchz. 


The council referred mis :=iotivn to FA 
commiſſion charged with making a report re- 
ſpecting the births and burials on the wu of Oc- 
tober. e 
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NATIONAL CONVENTION, Od. 21, 1793. 


The Procureur Syndic of the diſtrit of Ton- 
nerre wrote, that many of the communities of | 
that diſtri had reſolved, that no more maſſes 


ſhould be celebrated, nor yeſpers, or other of- 
tices on Sunday, which they no longer achnow- 


ledged. They have ſubſtituted, as a day of reſt, 
the 10th day of each decade. The commons of 
Tonnerre had unanimouſly refolved: a civic feaſt 


ſor the laſt day of the current decade. 


NATIONAL CONVENTION, oa. 22, 1793. 


A citizen, deputed from the popular ſociety 


at Moulin, was admitted to the bar, and ſaid, « Ci- 


tizens Legiſlators, I come to announce the tri- 
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umph of reaſon over fanaticiſm TR” OE the 


department of Z' Allier. ' The biſhop of Moulin 
now officiates with a pike and a red cap, inſtead 


of the mitre and crofier. The dying are com- 


forted, and not frightened. Upon the gate of 
church-yard one reads this W A 


is but an everlaſiing ſleep.” 


The people are convinced, that if the fall of 


kings is the foundation of republics, the fall of 


prieſts can alone cement liberty. Ariſtocracy is ex- 


piring in our department; the traitors, the male- 


volent and fuſpetted perſons, are under arreſt.? 
The orator concluded with depoſiting upon 
the altar of the country a golden croſs enriched 


Vith precious ſtones, and ſeveral marks of gold 


and filver extrated from the ſtatues of the ci- 
devant ſaints. Applauded, and the offer accepted. 


NATIONAL CONVENTION, OF. 24, 1793. 


Dumont, one of the national commiſſioners, 
wrote to the convention, © That in order to de- 


ſtroy fanaticiſm he arreſts all prieſts who dare tio 
celebrate Sunday or holidays. He adds, that 


he means to include all thoſe monſters called 
prieſts in his general liſt of proſcription, and that 


he has made ſeveral captures of thoſe infamous 


; bigots.” --Moniteur, Ofober, 26, 1 793. 
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NATIONAL CONVENTION, Nov. 9, 1798. 

A letter was read, ſigned Parent, rector of Boiſ- 
ſere la Bertand, dated Nov. 4. 

The writer of this letter owns that religion is a 
mere impoſture, and that renouncing its tenets, 
he means to preach henceforth only the Princip 
of republican morality, 

The convention after a ſhort debate between 
Sexjeant, Leonard, Bourdon, and Thuriot, decree 
honourable. mention of Parent's letter. | 

The day concludes with a ſpeech from Julien 
of Touloſe, a member of the Convention, and a 
Miniſter of the proteſtant church: he ſays, “ For 
twenty years J have exerciſed the funttions of a 
proteſtant miniſter; I declare that I renounce 
them for ever. In every religion there is more 
or leſs of quackery [great applauſes ]. It is glori- 
ous to be able to make this declaration under the 
auſpices of reaſon; of philoſophy, and of that fil. 
lime conſtitution which has already overturned 
. the errors of ſuperſtition and monarchy in France, 
and which now prepares 4, ſimilar fate for all fo- 

reign tyrannies. I declare that I will no longer 
enter into any other temple than: the ſanctuary of 
the laws; that I will acknowledge no other Gd 
than Liberty, no other worſhip than that of my 
country, no other goſpel than the eee, 
Conſtitution : ſuch is my profeſſion of moral and 
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political faith. I ſhall ceaſe to be à miniſter of 
the proteſtant chureh ; but I ſhall think myſelf 
equally bound to adviſe, exhort, and inſtrutt my 
fellow- citizens in the Jacobin Clubs, and in the 
public ſquares; there I will preach, and there 1 
will inſpire them with the love of liberty and 
equality: 1 will ſoon lay upon the table my tet- 
ters of ordination, of which I hope you will have 
the kindneſs to make an Auto da Fe.” The 
letters of the national commiſſioners are full of 
the ſame zeal: Lequinio and Laignelot, deputies 
of the Convention, write to the aſſembly, from 
Rochefort on the 2d of the ſame month, in theſe 
words: We paſs from miracle to miracle: ſoon 
our only regret will be that no more miracles re- 
main to be performed. Eight prieſts of the Catholic 
perſuaſion, and one miniſter of the Proteſtant 
church unfrocked themſelves on the day of the laſt 
decade in preſence of the whole people in the Tem- 
ple of Truth, heretoforth called the pariſh church 
of this town : they abjured the errors which they 
had ſo long taught, and they ſwore henceforth to 
teach nothing but the great principles of mora- 
lity, and of ſound philoſophy; to preach againſt 
all tyrannies political and religious, and at length 
to diſplay the light of reaſon to mankind. The 
whole people, proteſtants aud catholics, ſwore to 
forget their ancient ſuperſtition, In this town | 


* 
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there will no longer exiſt more than one mode 
of preaching morality; there will exiſt but one 
temple, that of truth: but one repoſitory for the 
remains of the dead, whoſe reſurrection has been 
perpetually preached by ſuperſtition for the torment 
of the living. The Rights of Man and ſeveral 
other Conſtitutional Laws are to be ſubſtituted 
in the room of the myſterious ornaments of the 
hurches”. . National Convention, Nov. 7, 1793 · 
| AERIE: Nov. , 1793+ | 


NATIONAL CONVENTION. 
Sitting o/ the 8th Nov. 1794. 358 
| The Preſident informed the Convention that 
the conſtituted authorities of Paris, preceded by 
the biſhop of Paris, and his ds requeſted: to 
be admitted to the bar. 
The deputation then 3 the following 
addreſs to the Convention. 

The department of Paris, the 8 
deputation from the department of La Nievre, and 
numbers from the popular ſocieties, preſent them- 
ſelves before you, accompanied by citizens, who 
requeſt to be regenerated and to become men. 
The biſhop of che department of Paris, and his 
| rowdy come to diveſt themſelves of their functi- 

This grand example will be followed by 
their colleagues. Thus, in a ſhort time, the French 
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republic will have no other, worſhip but, that of 
eternal and immutable truth. A worſhip, which 
under your auſpices will ſoon be unwerſal. 

The biſhop of Paris, Gobet, then addreſſed the 
Convention in the ſubſequent. manner: Born a 
plebeian, I had early in life an attachment to the 
principles of liberty and equality. Summoned 
by the will of che people to the conſtituent aſſem- 
bly, I did not wait for the declaration of the Rights 
of Man in order to acknowledge the ſovereignty 
of the people. For a long period my opinions have 
been guided by this grand regulator. I only 
obeyed the will of the people when I accepted 
the office which they conferred on me. Now that 
the revolution marches onward with a firm ſtep to 
a bliſsful goal; Now that liberty ought to be the 
only worſhip becauſe the people vill it, I come 
to declare, that from this day I renounce; the 
Catholic form of worſhip. My Vicars agree with 
me in opinion, and we ſurrender our letters of 
prieſthood”. ., 

The. petitioners were admitted below the has, 
and Gobet received the fraternal embrace from - 
the preſident. 

Lindet, Biſhop of the department of Eure: 
Gay Vernon, Biſhop of La haulte Vierre; the 
Biſhop of another department; Coup, ReQor of 
Vangirard; Villers, Rector of Nantes, imitated 


. 
citizen Gobet, and renounced their ſacerdotal 
functions, amidſt the applauſes of the whole aſſem- 
bly. 1 24 nie. x . : 1 


An uddreſß, dated goth of Oflober from the Curate 
of Villos de Luchon, and read in the National 
Convention, November the gth 1793, ſays: 
Legiſlators, I come to make a public con- 
fefhion, and to declare my repentance. Why 
ſhould we ſpate eſtabliſhed-prejudices ? For my 
part, I believe, that no religion in any country in 
Me world is punded in truth. I believe that all 
the various religions in the world are deſcended 

from the ſame parents, they are all the daughters | 
df pride and ignorance. I believe that heaven is 
nothing more than the happineſs which attends 
virtue bn earth. I render this ſolemn homage to 
truth. Univerſal morality is become my goſpel; 
and henceforth I mean to draw my texts from 
tende alone, and to preach in no other cauſe than 
that of liberty, and of my country. Fanaticiſm will 
not now liſten to me, but by habits of truth men 
will be converted to reaſon; and we may hope that 
' foon prieſts of all religions will comprehend the 
triumph of philoſophy, and of the liberty of nati- 
ons, and acknowledge the difference between the 
functions of prieſthood, and we YO of honefs . 
iy and virtue”, 
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On hearing this addreſs Thuriot ſays”: It is 
not ſufficient to enlighten one part of Europe; 


this is a caſe, in which it might be right to ſoften 
the rigour of the French laws reſpecting foreign» 
ers: it ſhould be the duty of the Convention ts 
aſſume the honourable office of diffuſing truth over 
the whole earihk''; and upon his motion it js 
decreed that all renunciations of the functions of 
religion ſhall be tranſlated into all foreign latte 
guages. .—Moniteur, me ant 1793- 


NATIONAL CONVEN TION, 

Sunday, Nov, 10, 1793- 

The members, freed from the great a 
ſions they were under of very rigorous meaſures 
propoſed in the two preceding debates, relaxed 
themſelves very agreeably in hearing the Settion 
of the Sans Culottes declare to them at the bar, 
that they will no longer have prieſts among them; 
and that they required the total ſuppreſſion of 


the ſalaries hitherto paid to the miniſters of reli 5 


gious worſhip. 


This agreeable petition was followed by a Kill 


more ſatisfactory ſpectacle. A numerous pro- 


ceſſion filed off in the hall, accompanied by - 


national muſic, Surrounded by them appeared 
a young woman of the fineſt figure,: arrayed in 
the robes of liberty, and ſeated in a ghair ornay 
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mented with leaves in feſtoons : ſhe was placed 
- oppoſite the Preſident, and Chaumette ſaid : 
& Fanaticiſm has abandoned the place of truth; 
ſquint-eyed, it could not bear the brilliant light. 
The people of Paris have taken poſſeſſion of the 
temple, which they have regenerated; the Gothic 
arches, which till this day have reſounded with 
lies, now echo the accents of truth. There all 
the people uttered ardent wiſhes for the proſpe- 
rity of the republic; there they offered thanks 
to their legiſlators for the benefits they received 
from them. You ſee it, we have not taken for our 
feſtivals inanimate idols; it is a chef d'cuvre of 
mature whom we have arrayed in the habit of 
liberty: its ſacred image has inflamed all hearts. 
The people have but one cry No more altars, 
no more prieſts, no other god but the god of nature. 
We, their magiſtrates, we accompany them from 
the temple of Truth to the temple of Laws, 
to celebrate a new Liberty, and to requeſt that 
the ci-devant church of Notre Dame be changed 
into a temple conſecrated to Reaſon and Truth.” 
This propoſal, converted into a motion, was 
immediately decreed; and the Convention after- 
wards declared that the people of Paris, on this 
day, continued to deſerve well of the Country. 
The Goddeſs then ſeated herſelf by the fide of 
the Preſident, who gave her a fraternal embrace. 
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The ſecretaries preſented themſelves to ſhare the 
ſame bliſs; every one was eager to ſacrifice to 
the new Divinity, whom ſo many ſalutations did 
not in the leaſt diſconcert. . 

During the ceremony, the orphans of the coun- 
try, pupils of Leonard Burdon (one of the mem- 
bers), ſung a hymn to Reaſon, compoſed by citizen 
Moline. The National muſic played afterwards 
Goſſee's hymn to Liberty. The Convention then 
mixed with the people, to celebrate the feaf of 
Reaſon, in her new temple. 


| Meek 10. 

Biſhop Maſſieu, one of the repreſentatives of 
the people at the army of the Ardennes, wrote, 
that he renounced his ſacerdotal functions, and 
that he was going to marry the nn * the 
mayor of Gevet. 

An immenſe number of letters from the depart- 
ments, announced the reſignation of prieſts, who 
| liſtened to the voice of reaſon; and ſeveral com- 
mons ſent the ſilver of their churches for the 
wants of the country, 

The central committee of the be focicties 
and ſeftions of Paris, petitioned for the ſuppreſ- 
ſion of all ſalaries hitherto paid to the clergy, in 
whom, ſaid the DEER the Ing no longer 
believed. 


D 


[48] 
. Chabot thought that all the commons of the re- 
public ſhould follow the fine example which was 
ſhewn/to/them by the commons of Paris; but he 
hoped that this wiſh might be ſuffered to acquire 


maturity, and that for the preſent the petition of 


the central committee be inſerted in the minutes, 


in order to prove how I it was to the Con- 


vention. 
+... November 1793. 

"Rania members of the ſeQion of Unite an- 
nounced, that the Republicans of that ſection 
were going to file off through the hall of the Con- 
vention. - They entered amidſt the ſound of mar- 
tial muſic, and ſpoke as follows: © It is not ſur- 
prizing that reaſon ſhould triumph over error, and 
that the people ſhould gain a victory over prieſt- 
craft; but it is aſtoniſhing, that for eighteen cen- 
turies men ſhould have conſidered as divine, a re- 
ligion celebrated only by theevils it has occaſioned 
to mankind, and by the crimes it has cauſed to, be 


committed.“ The orator here declared, that the 


ſeQion of Unity would in future acknowledge no 
other worſhip than that of Reaſon: «© We ſwear, 
ſaid the orator (all his followers here ſtretching out 
their arms towards the preſident), to acknowledge 


no other worſhip than that of Reaſon, no other 


duty than Liberty, no other prieſts than our 
magiſtrates, and to maintain till death the unity 
? | (i OW” 


(19) 
and indiviſibility of the Republic. Ves (faid che 
voices from every part of the fall) we take the 
ſame oath, C Loud n vt Y H. T9299 © us 


NATIONAL CONVENTION, Now 1 wu | 
We have long,” ſaid Syeſes, * wiſhed to ſee 
reaſon triumph over ſuperſtition and fanaticiſm;» 
The day has at length arrived, and I rejoice at 
it as one of the greateſt bleſſings that could, hap- 
pen to the French Republic. Though I have! 
for many years laid aſide the eccleſiaſtical cha- 
rater ; let me, however, be permitted to declare 
at preſent, that I know no other worſhip than that 
of Liberty and Equality,; and no other religion than 
the love of mankind and my country. I have lived 
a victim of ſuperſtition, but I was never its in- 
ſtrument. No one can ſay he was ever deceived. 
by me; and many are indebted to- me for the 
truth, at the moment when my reaſon was diſ- 
engaged from the fatal prejudices by which it 
was fettered. The energy of inſurrection entered 
into my heart; fince that period T have been re 
tained in my ſacerdotal chains by the ſame force 


which retained other free ſouls in chains.” Theſe 


were all deſtroyed in the day of the Revolution, 
I have been known only by my efforts for liberty 
and equality, It was as a plebeian, a deputy: of 
the people, and not as a prieſt, for I was then 
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no longer one, that I was called to the National 
Aſſembly. I cannot, like many of -my col- 
leagues, deliver to you the papers or. titles of 
my former ſtate. For a long time they have not 
been in exiſtence. I have no reſignation to 
give in to you, becauſe I have no eccleſiaſtical 
employment; but I have till an offering to make 
to my country, that of an annuity of 10,000 
livres, which the law gave me, as an indemni- 
fication for my former benefices. Permit me to 
depoſit on your table former renunciation of | 
that PRONE PP 


ING Paris, November 12, 1793- 

4 grand feſtival, dedicated to Reaſon and Truth, 
was yeſterday celebrated in the ci devant cathe- 
dral of Paris. In the middle of this church was 
erefted a mount, and on it a very plain temple, the 
facade of which bore the following inſcription : 4 la 
Philoſophie. Before the gate of this temple were 
placed the Buſts of the moſt celebrated Philoſo- 
phers. The Torch of Truth was in' the ſummit 
of the mount upon the Altar of Reaſon, ſpreading 
light. The Convention and all the u N au- 
thorities aſſi ſted at the ceremony 

Two rows of young girls, dreſſed in ue 
each wearing a crown of oak leaves, croſſed be- 
fore the Altar of R EAS Ox, at the ſound of Re- 


publican muſic; each of the girls inclined before 
the torch, and aſcended the ſummit of the moun- 
tain, LIBERTY then came out of the temple of 
philoſophy towards a throne made of graſs, to 
receive the -homage of the Republicans of both 
ſexes, who ſung an hymn in her praiſe, extend- 
ing their arms at the ſame time towards ber. 
Liberty deſcended afterwards to return to the 
temple, and on re- entering it, ſhe turned about, 
_ caſting a look of , benevolence on her friends. 
When ſhe got in, every one expreſſed, with en- 
thuſiaſm the ſenfations which the goddeſs excited 
in them by ſongs of joy, and they ſwore never 
to ceaſe to be faithful to her. See Moniteur, 
Nov. 13, 1793, and Coutier Univerſal, Nov. 12, 
r 10 u T4 
Bourdon has, in a ſpeech at the Jacobins, eſla- 

bliſhed this great principle, That, all religious 
worſhip is equal; ſince, out of regard to prepoſ- 
ſeſſion, it is neceſſary that it ſhould exiſt. He 


has, in conſequence, propoſed to diſcontinue tbe 


ſalaries of all the prieſts, who continue to deceive 
the people with their dogmas and myſteries, as if 
it were poſſtble to honour the Sur EME BIX G 
more than by being good: Republicans 


i 
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NATIONAL CONVENTION, 
Tueſday, November 14, concluded. 
David preſented to the Convention the picture 
of Marat, and in a long ſpeech made the apo- 


theofis of the friend of the people, which he con- 


. cluded by moving that the honours of the Pan- 
, theon be granted to Marat. 

The honours of the Pantheon were decreed 
with applauſe. 


On the propofition of Sergent, the committee 


of public inſtruction has been charged inceſſantly 
to make a report reſpeQing Mirabeau. 

A prieſt ſtated to the Convention his late mar- 
riage with the female citizen Barbier, who in a 


late national fete repreſented the goddeſs of Zi- | 
berty. The ſame prieſt ſolicited the Convention 


to permit his bride to aſſume the name of Liberty, 
Order of the day. 

One of the ſecretaries read a letter from 
Fend a French officer, and ſon to the Olympia 


Degouges, lately guillotined, in which he ſpeaks 


with great diſreſpect of hys late mother, and com- 


Plains of having been caſhiered only becauſe that wo- 
man had been his mother. He atteſted his civiſm 


and bravery on all occaſions in the field. 
On the motion of Merlin, this leiter was re- 
ferred to the miniſter at war, 


(28) 
Several letters were read, written by Prieſts 
who abjured their functions. 
On the motion of Romme, the Convention 
decreed, that all the letters of prieſthood be col- 
| lefted, in order to be publicly burnt. _ 


NATIONAL/CONVENTION, Nov: 17, 1793. 

Anacharſis Cloots did homage to the Con- 
vention of his work upon the Certainty of the 
Proofs of Mahometaniſm. © It belongs to the Con- 
vention,” added Cloots, © to repair an outrage 
committed upon philoſophy by the legiſlative aſ- 
ſembly, which, on the Chriſtian obſervations of 
the biſhop of Calvados, of guillotined memory 


adjourned the reception of one of my . N < 
cal produttions. 


« It is now become an {hula truth, that * 


the adverſaries of religion have well deſerved of 
mankind, On this account I demand that a ſta. 
tue be erected to the firſt abjuring prieſt in the 


Temple of Reaſon. It will be ſufficient to name 


him, to obtain a favourable. decree of the Natio- 
nal Convention. It is the intrepid, generous and 
exemplary John Melier, rector of Eſtrepigny, in 
© Champaign, whoſe philoſophical teſtament ſpread 
deſolation in the Sarbonne, and among all thoſe 
ſes who worſhip Chriſt. The memory of that 
honeſt man, branded with infamy under the an- 


— 


- 
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cient government, ought to be reſtored in the 
reign of Nature. Agr ud 
Citizens colleagues, you will; Wed by re- 
eeive my two propoſitions, becauſe the archbiſhop 
of Paris and biſhop of Calvados are no longer at 
the order of the day.” 
- The offer and propoſitions ofꝰCloots were re- 
ſertdd/th the committee charged with drawing 
up the act of accuſation againſt On, and 
e 


1 Nov. 19, 1793. 
— The-repreſertatives of the people at Lyons, 
write, that fanaticiſm is expiring there. A grand 
fete had been celebrated, at which the people af. 
liſted in a maſs; an Afs dreſſed in pontifical ha- 
| hits, was the hero of the piece; with the ſtole 
= round his neck, and the mitre on his head, he 
aded the org of the abbẽ Lamourette. "2" 


NATIONAL CONVENTION, 
 * Tueſday, Nov. 19, continued. | 
Couturier, one of the repreſentatives of the t 
people, wrote ſrom Eſtampes, chat the prieſts | 
have agreed that they were only mountebanks 
and 'quacks ; that every where the citizens ſe 
Decathsliſent, pour fe Republicaniſer. | 4 
Dumont wrote to the ſame purport, from de | 
department of La A in Picardy, * ſent | | 


E <=: 
ſimilar effects. A great number of the commons 
have ſent the ornaments of the churches. 


NATIONAL CONVENTION, 
Wedneſday, November 20, continued. 
A deputation from the department of Cantal 
being introduced to the bar, Hebrard, their 
ſpeaker, ſaid, The citizens of Cantal have ſent 
us to you, to renew the oath which they have 
taken to maintain the Republic in its unity and. 
independence, or to bury themſelves under its 
ruins. The zeal of my fellow citizens for Li- 
berty, has preſerved them from thoſe perfidious 
inſinuations which have miſled ſo many depart- 
ments. On the cry that Liberty was in danger, 
the inhabitants of Cantal marched in a body 
againſt the Ariſtocrats, Fanatics and Counter- 
Revolutioniſts, who infeſted the neighbouring 
departments. A central committee of ſafety, 
and a revolutionary army, have been eſtabliſhed 
in Cantal: ſuſpetted perſons, in ſhort, all the 
Meſſieurs have been arreſted. One thing was 
wanting to the Revolution: our department has 
been eager to give an example of philoſophy ; we 
have ſuppreſſed prieſts and their worſhip; THE 
ETERNAL will have among us no other temples than 
our hearts, no other wor hip than afts 7 civiſm and 
examples of virtue.” 


E 
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COMMONS OF PARIS, 
Monday, November 25, 1793+ 
] require, ſaid Chaumet, „that the people 
of Paris declare, that they acknowledge no other 
worſhip than that of Truth and Reaſon;“ in con- 
ſequence of which, the council of the commons 
decreed ; 
1ſt, That all churches or temples, of whatſoever 
religion or worſhip, exiſting in Paris, ſhould be 
- inſtantly ſhut. 
2dly, That for every tumult that ſhall take place 
in Paris on account of religion, the prieſts or 
the miniſters of that religion ſhall be perſonally 
reſponſible. 
gdly, Every individual who ſhall ſeek for the 
opening of a church or temple, ſhall be arreſt- 
ed as a ſuſpicious perſon, 
4thly, The revolutionary committees ſhall be re- 
queſted to watch all prieſts, 
zthly, The convention ſhall be required to paſs 
a decree, importing, that the prieſts ſnall not 
exerciſe any public function. Moniteur, Nov. 
26, 1793. | 
Lyons, Nov. 25, 1793. 
« All kind of religious worſhip is aboliſhed. 
The churches are changed into ſtables and bar. 
"racks. Joly-Clerc, curate of St. Nizier, in his 
laſt ſermon informed his pariſhioners, that for 
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the future no public worſhip could be permitted, 
and that knowing. the catechiſm was ſufficient. 
This deteſtable prieſt fled during the ſiege to 
Dubois-Crance, re-entered the town with him, 
and has juſt placed the buſt of the infamous. 
Chalier on the altar of his church. 

„All the accounts which the newſpapers have 
given of the feſtival celebrated in honour of this 
ci- devant ſchool-maſter are erroneous. The 
following is an authentic deſcription of this 
farce: | | 

« On the 10th inſtant, all the conſtituted au- 
thorities, the revolutionary tribunal, the troops 
of the line, &c. repaired with an Aſs to the 
town-houſe. There this animal was decked with 
the ſtole, and all the other ſuperb ſacerdotal or- 
naments which the count de Maubourg had made 
a preſent of to the cathedral. On his head was 
put the beautiful mitre of the biſhop Lamourette; 
on his back were tied the holy veſſels, and to his 
tail a maſs-book. He was decorated with the 
inſcription, © Reſtes de Fanaticiſm®”, remains of 
Fanaticiſm. Thus equipped, the aſs was led in 
proceſſion through the whole town, preceded by 
the department and a detachment of horſe, and 
followed by a band of muſic and ſome infantry. 
By his fide marched two Sans Culottes, holding 
a calix (ſacred cup) out of which the animal drank 
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now and then, and two other Sans Culottes per- 
fumed him with frankincenſe. The Municipa- 
lity, che Tribunals, the Clubiſts, and women clad 
in white, cloſed the proceſſion. Having arrived 
at the Place de Bellecour, they piled up church 
pictures, books of devotion, bibles, maſs-books, 
and ſuch church ornaments as would fetch no 
money when expoſed to ſale, and burnt the Aſs, 
books, &c. &c. under the moſt horrid ſhouts, 
« Vive les Sans Culottes.“ 


NATIONAL CONVENTION, 
Sitting of Nov. 29, 1793. 
The curate of the town of Aigle, in Nor- 
mandy abjured the worſhip of folly and fanati- 
ciſm, for that of reaſon. ¶ Applauded. 
At Iffoire, in Auvergne, all the ci-devant 
ſaints have been burnt, in the preſence of the re- 
preſentative Couthon. | Applauded. 


NATIONAL CONVENTION, 
Saturday Nov. go, concluded. 

A deputation from the department of L'Ar- 
riege complained, that their canton had. been 
ſtated to contain very few patriots. The orator, 
having juſtified and proved the civiſm of his de- 
partment, demanded juſtice. | 
The Convention decreed, that the whole ad- 
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dreſs be inſerted in: their minutes, with Wee 
able mention. 

The pupils of the new ada 49850 of 
the ſection des Areis appeared at the bar, and 
one of them made a long ſpeech, which was 
crowned with applauſe. He ſet forth, that all re- 
ligious worſhip had been ſuppreſſed in his ſedtion 
even to the very idea of religion. He added, that 
he and his ſchool-fellows deteſted Gov! that they 
fraternized with Jews, Mahometans, Proteſtants, 
and perſons of every iett; that inſtead of going 
to maſs, they perſormed the manual exerciſe ; and 
that inſtead of learning Scripture, they learned the 
Declaration of Rights, and made the Conſtitution 
their Catechiſm. | 

The preſident having expreſſed to this Ae 
tation the ſatigſaction of the Convention, they were 
admitted to the konours of the ſitting, and received 


the kiſs of fraternity, amidſt the loudeſt applauſe. 


| Paris, Dec. 1, 1793. 

The e e of the people at the weſ- 
tern army have informed the Convention, that go 
non-juring prieſts, who were confined in a boat 
on the Loire, died on the water. It appears to 
be a new mode of Septemberiſing, without ſhed. 
ding blood, thereby avoiding to excite the com- 
miſeration of feeling minds at fo dreadful a fight, 
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NATIONAL CONVENTION, Dec. 6, 1793. 

I. The National Convention forbids all vio- 
lence and menaces againſt the freedom of reli- 
gious worſhip. 

II. The vigilance of the conftituted authori- 
ties and the activity of the public force ſhall be 
exerted to this end; and ſhall employ all the 
means that may be neceſſary to give ſecurity to 
the religious worſhip of all perſuaſions. 


Sitting of the Facobins, Dec. 11, 1793. 


I neither think it wiſe nor prudent, (ſaid a 
member) to extinguiſh the idea of God in the 
minds of the people. For my part I here make 
my profeſſion of faith, and I declare that I be- 
lieve in the exiſtence of a God. This declara- 
tion was received with the loudeſt applauſe, and 
every member riſing up I, yes we all 
believe in God. 


NATIONAL CONVENTION, Dec. 11, 1793. 

The ſociety of mountaineers of Foix ſent an 
addreſs to the preſident of the Convention, to 
notify that their town kad deſtroyed every object be- 
longing to religious worſhip, and converted their 
principal church into a temple conſecrated to rea- 
fon ; that the metals having been likewiſe carried 
off, the braſs would be ſent to the repreſentatives 
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at Toulouſe to caſt cannon, and the iron to the 
diſtricts. The ornaments are to ſerve to cloath 
the poor, and the filver will be immediately for- 
warded to the Convention. 


In the 88 Univerſel (one of the moſt po- 
pular papers at Paris) 2gth Frimaire (Dec. 19), 
1793, it is maintained, That provided the idea 
of. a Supreme Being be nothing more than à phils= 
ſophical abſtrafion, a guide to the imagination in 
the purſuit of cauſes and effects, a reſting place 
for the curiofity of enquiring minds, a notion 
merely ſpeculative, and from which no practical 
conſequences are to be applied to human life, there ic 
no great danger in ſuch an idea: but if it is to be 
made the foundation of morality; if it is to be 
accompanied by the ſuppoſition that there exits 
a God, who preſides over the affairs of the world, 
and rewards or puniſhes men for their actions on 
earth, according to ſome principle of retributive 
Juſtice, there can be no opinion more prejudicial 
to the intereſts of focieh. The idea of a Supreme 
Being, it is affirmed, is a deſpotic idea, and muſt be 
ſo at all times; mankind can never be liberated, 
or republicaniſed, ſo long as they ſhall preſerve 
ſuch a notion. Thoſe beings who adore an inviſible 
maſter, will eaſily believe that he may accompli 
his ends by earthly agents; and reaſoning by ana- 
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logy they muſt conclude the neceſſity of ſome 
ſyſtem of ranks and orders of ſociety, and finally 
of ſome regular government among mankind ; 
and thus the ſervitude of the underſtanding will 
enſlave every moral and political principle.“ 


Dec. 16, 1793. 

In the jacobin Club. Roberſpierre ſays, « The 
nobles have often been compared vith the prieſts, 
and the turn of the balance has always been in 
favour of the former. I, however, for my own 
part, am by no means of this opinion; I hold the 
nobleſſe to be much more dangerous than the 
clergy. 

« Do you not perceive, that, by adopting at 
preſent too rigorous meaſures againſt the clergy, 
you really ſerve the purpoſes of thoſe who con- 
ſpire againſt the happineſs and liberty of the re- 
public? Are you ignorant, that in the eyes of 
Europe, we are conſtantly pictured as impious 
deiſts and atheiſts? Will you juſtify this calumny ? 
Do you not know, that patriots have been mal. 
facred, becauſe they attempted too violent a blow 
againſt religious worſhip? In a critical moment, 
wiſdom and politics enjoin us to ſpare the prieſts, 
whom otherwiſe, I no more eſteem and reſpe then 
0 U do. 

In my opinion, we ſhould, therefore, fix a 


E | £ 
watchful eye on all prieſts, and demand of them 


ſtronger proofs of eiviſm than from others; but 
we ſhould not exclude them. Adopted. 


NATIONAL CONVENTION, 
Evening Sitting, Dee. 21, 1793- 
Some citizens of both ſexes ſolicited a decres 
for preventing any perſon being perſecuted for 
religious opinions. Paſſed to the order of the 
day. : 


MUNICIPALITY os PARIS, Dec. 30, 1793. 

After a long ſpeech by Chaumet, on the li- 
berty of religious worſhip, the- council of the 
commons reſolved, that they will. not liſten to 
any petition, propoſal, or motion relative to any 
form of worſhip, or religious ſubje&; that the 
exerciſe of public worſhip being free, they never 
could think to prevent citizens . frogp hiring 
houſes, and paying their clergy for any form of 
worſhip whatſoever, provided it be not prejudicial 
to ſociety; that they ſhall always cauſe the will of 
ſuch ſections to be reſpedted, which have renounced 
all religious worſhip, except that of Reaſon, Liberty; 
and the Republican virtues. 

The council charged Chaumet to preſent the 
members with a ſyllabus of the civic feſtzval to be 
celebrated at the end of every month; and or- 
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dered two ſpacious tribunes to be erected where 
thele feſtivals are to be celebrated, with the fol- 
lowing inſcription: Reſpect to Old Men. The 
other for pregnant women, with this inſcription: 
Reſpeft to Pregnant Women, the Hope of the 


Country. 
At the ſame fitting, a letter was read amidſt 


the applauſe of the galleries, written by Colom- 
beau, who mentions that at Nancy every kind of 
religious worſhip is aboliſhed; that every object 
which could recal religion to the imagination was 


deſtroyed, and that all the churches were ſhut. 


— 
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The foregoing authentic documents, which 
come down to the end of the laſt p ear, are only a 
few out of a great number of the ſame kind, 
which are to be found in all the French papers of 
the beſt authority, more particularly from the 
middle of October 1793, to January 1794*. And 
if ty thele we add the public » canonization, or 
apotheoſis of Mr. Vol:aire; the abolition of the 
CAriſtian Ara by the ſubſtitution of the year of 
the Republic for the year of our Lord ; the tacit 
luppreſſion of the Cl. riftian ſabbath (and of courle 


probably Chriſtian worſhip) throughout the coun- 


: . A . . > 
See Lord Mornington's admirable ſpeech in the Houle 
of Commons, Jan, 21, 1794, From Page 73 to 93. 


- 


* 


[ 35 J 


try, by dividing the month into periods of ten 
days inſtead of ſeven; the eſtabliſhed form of 
taking an oath, by ſaying ſimply I ſwear®, with- 
out ever mentioning the name of God; and 
finally the encouragement given to the dodrine 


that death is an everlaſting ſleep; the reader will 
then be in poſſeſſion of moſt of the material facts 


that will enable him to form a true judgment of 
the religious opinions of the French government 
at leaſt, if not of the French people at large. 


See Page 18, 


FINIS. 


